
Practical scouting skills
What are Scouting skills?

In 1907, when Baden-Powell ran his first Scout camp, he ran a session on practical 'Scouting skills', teaching young people to undertake a range of tasks that would equip them for outdoor living. Since then, Scouting skills have grown in scope and include a whole range of fun, exciting and useful skills for life.

Scouting skills include (but are not limited to):

· Map reading and navigation

· Pioneering

· Knots and lashings

· Fire lighting

· First aid

· Tent pitching

· Field hygiene

· Backwoods cooking

· Shelter building

There are also a number of Scouting Skills that you may need to master in order to run your weekly section meetings. These include:

· Flag breaks

· Opening ceremonies

· Investing young people

· Badge presentation    

Learning and mastering scouting skills enables you to run exciting outdoor programmes for your members. Such skills are essential when undertaking activities such as hiking, climbing, camping, or going on expeditions both abroad and in the UK and high adventure activities in remote environments.

There are lots of things you can do to learn new skills and develop existing ones. Some examples are:

1. Download learning resources from the Scout Adventure website
2. Observing experienced leaders delivering scouting skills

3. Asking other adults to mentor you and demonstrate scouting skills to you 

4. Attending locally delivered scouting skills days 

5. Completing adult training modules 16, 18 and 38

Other resources available:

1. Outdoor Adventure Manual (Haynes Publishing, ISBN 9780857332820)

2. Nights Away book

3. Programmes Online (POL)
Click below to learn about...

· Fire lighting
· Pitching a tent
· Striking a tent
· Camping Tips
· Flag Procedure
· Basic Cooking
· GPS Navigation
· Games in Scouting
· Wide Games
· Hiking
· Using a Compass
· Route Planning for Hikes 
· Lashings
· Mapping
· Orienteering
· Pack a Rucsac
· Pioneering
· Simple First Aid
· Simple Knots
· Gas Safety
· Tracking
· Using Axe and Saw
	Tenderfoot

1.    Overnight camping gear
2.    Help pitch a tent
3.    Help cook a meal
4a.    Whip a rope
4b.    Knots
5.    Safe hiking
6.    American flag
7.    Scout Oath, Law, motto, and slogan
8.    Patrol name, flag, and yell
9.    Buddy system
10a.    Fitness
10b.    Fitness improvements
11.    Poisonous plants
12a.    Abdominal thrusts
12b.    First aid
13.    Scout spirit
14.    Scoutmaster conference
15.    Board of review

	
	


	
	


Second Class
​1a.    Compass
1b.    Five-mile hike
2a.    Five activities
2b.    Pitch a tent
2c.    Knife, saw, and ax
2d.    Prepare a fire
2e.    Fires and stoves
2f.    Light a fire and stove
2g.    Cook a meal
3.    Flag ceremony
4.    Service project
5.    Ten animals
6a.    "Hurry" cases
6b.    First-aid kit
6c.    First-aid techniques
7a.    Safe swim
7b.    Swim test
7c.    Water rescue methods
8a.    Drug abuse program
8b.    The three R's
9.    Scout spirit
10.    Scoutmaster conference
11.    Board of review

First Class

1.    Find directions
2.    Orienteering course
3.    Troop/patrol activities
4a.    Patrol menu planning
4b.    Obtaining ingredients
4c.    Cooking gear
4d.    Safe handling and disposal
4e.    Patrol cooking
5.    Constitutional rights
6.    Native plants
7a.    Use of lashings
7b.    Timber hitch and clove hitch
7c.    Camp gadget
8a.    Bowline knot
8b.    Bandages
8c.    Transporting the injured
8d.    Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
9a.    Safety afloat
9b.    BSA swimmer test
9c.    Line rescue
10.    Scout spirit
11.    Invite a friend
12.    Internet Safety
13.    Scoutmaster conference
14.    Board of Review

http://howtowilderness.com/scout-skills/
Four Steps of Advancement

​A Scout advances from the Scout rank to the Eagle rank by doing things with a patrol and the Troop, with adult and youth leaders, and independently.  The Four Steps of Advancement are:

1. The Scout Learns:  A Scout learns by doing. As he learns, he grows in ability to do his part as a member of the patrol and the troop. As he develops knowledge and skill, he is asked to teach others; and in this way he begins to develop leadership.

2. The Scout Is Tested:  A Scout may be tested on rank requirements by his patrol leader, Scoutmaster, assistant Scoutmaster, a troop committee member, or a member of his troop. The Scoutmaster maintains a list of those qualified to give tests and to pass candidates. The Scout’s merit badge counselor teaches and tests on the requirements for merit badges.

3. The Scout Is Reviewed:  After a Scout has completed all requirements for a rank, he has a board of review. For Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle Palms, the review is conducted by members of the troop committee. The Eagle Scout board of review is conducted by the Council Advancement Committee.

4. The Scout is Recognized:  When the board of review has certified a Scout's advancement, he deserves to receive recognition as soon as possible.  This should be done at a ceremony at the next troop meeting.  The certificate for his new rank may be presented later at a formal court of honor. 


Scout
The Scout rank is the first rank of Boy Scouts. To complete the rank, a new Scout must complete a Boy Scout application and join a Troop. He must also be able to repeat the Pledge of Allegiance, demonstrate the Scout sign, salute and handshake, tie a square knot, and describe the Scout badge. Finally, he must understand and agree to live by the Scout Oath, Law, Motto, Slogan, and the Outdoor Code.

Tenderfoot
Tenderfoot is the second rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). To earn the Tenderfoot rank, a Scout must complete requirements dealing with camping, hiking, the American Flag, the Scout Oath, Law, Motto, and Slogan, the patrol method, the buddy system, physical fitness, plants, and first aid.

Second Class
Second Class is the third rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). To earn the Second Class rank, a Scout must complete requirements dealing with orienteering, camping, wood tools, cooking, a flag ceremony, a service project, wildlife, first aid, swimming, drug and alcohol prevention, and personal safety.
First Class
First Class is the fourth rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). To earn the First Class rank, a Scout must complete requirements dealing with orienteering, camping, cooking, constitutional rights, plants, knots, lashings, swimming, recruitment, and the Internet.

Star
Star is the fifth rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). The requirements for the Star rank are much different than the previous ranks. To earn the Star rank, a Scout must be active in their Troop and Patrol for at least 4 months after earning First Class, earn 6 merit badges, including 4 from those required for Eagle, complete service projects totaling at least 6 hours of work, and serve in a leadership position in the Troop for at least 4 months.

Life
Life is the sixth rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). The requirements for the Life rank are similar to those of the Star rank. To earn the Life rank, a Scout must be active in their Troop and Patrol for at least 6 months after earning Star, earn 5 additional merit badges beyond those earned for Star (total of 11), including 3 more from those required for Eagle, complete service projects totaling at least 6 hours of work, and serve in a leadership position in the Troop for at least 6 months.

Eagle
Eagle is the seventh and highest rank of Boy Scouts. A Scout can complete requirements for any other rank in virtually any order, but the ranks must be earned in sequence (Scout, Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle). To earn the Eagle rank, a Scout must be active in their Troop and Patrol for at least 6 months after earning Life, earn a total of 21 merit badges, including 12 required merit badges (First Aid, Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, Citizenship in the World, Communications, Personal Fitness, Emergency Preparedness OR Lifesaving, Environmental Science, Personal Management, Swimming OR Hiking OR Cycling, Camping, and Family Life), serve in a leadership position in the Troop for at least 6 months, and complete an Eagle Scout service project which is helpful to any religious institution, school, or community.
Eagle Palms
Eagle Palms are earned after a Scout has earned the Eagle Scout award. To earn Palms, an Eagle Scout must be active in their Troop and Patrol for at least 3 months after becoming an Eagle Scout or after earning the last Palm, demonstrate Scout Spirit and leadership ability, and earn 5 additional merit badges beyond those required for Eagle or the last palm. Merit badges earned at any time can be used towards the required 5 for each Palm. The Bronze Palm represents 5 merit badges, the Gold 10, and the Silver 15. The Palms must be earned in order and only the appropriate combination of Palms should be worn to signify the total number of merit badges earned beyond those required for Eagle.
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